New York State Branch

National League of Postmasters

Code of Governing Rules

ARTICLE 1: MEMBERSHIP AND OBJECTIVES

Section 1: This organization shall be known as the New York State Branch of the National League of Postmasters of the United States. The New York State Branch of the National League of Postmasters shall have members as defined in the Code of Governing Rules. These members shall be (1) active, (2) retired. 

1 - An active member shall be a person in charge of a Post Office. 

2 - A retired member shall be a former active member who continues to pay dues and exercises an interest in the League. 

Section 2.: The objectives of this Branch shall be to promote fraternal relationship among postal workers; to increase the efficiency of Postmasters, and Postal Personnel; to cooperate with the Postal Service and the National League of Postmasters on maintaining the highest possible standard of Postal Service; and to improve the welfare of its individual members and the conditions under which they work. 

ARTICLE 2: OFFICERS

Section 1:  The Officers of the Branch shall consist of a President, Executive Vice President, four Vice Presidents, and a Secretary-Treasurer.  Such Officers shall be elected at a State Convention by a majority vote for a term of two years. The President and three Vice Presidents shall be elected in odd-numbered year. Two Vice Presidents and the Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected in even-numbered years.   All State Officers shall serve no more than two successive elected terms to any one office.  Candidates for State Office shall be placed in nomination from the floor of the Convention.  Any officer with an unexpired term must resign from that position upon acceptance of a nomination for another office.  The vacancy thus created shall be filled by the normal election procedures at the convention session. (Amended 2008)
Section 2: The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Executive Vice President, Vice Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, and the Immediate Past President. 

Section 3: All Officers shall be active Postmasters and shall be nominated from the floor of the Convention. 

Section 4: Upon election of the Vice Presidents, the Annual State Convention shall ballot to elect one of them to be Executive Vice President. 
Section 5: The elected State Branch Officers, who shall be Active Members, shall be a President, five Vice Presidents, and a Secretary/Treasurer. Together with the Immediate Past President for so long as such officers shall be persons in charge of post offices, the elected State Officers and the elected Retired State League Postmaster President shall constitute the Executive Board.  (Amended 2007)
ARTICLE 3: DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1: It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings, to appoint all standing committees not provided for in the Constitution. The President shall be Chairman of the Executive Board and shall have charge of, and direct the work of obtaining members of the League
. 

Section 2: It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Treasurer to receive all membership dues; to maintain all records of active and retired members; to keep records current with the National Office; to deposit all Branch funds in the Branch treasury; to make a report at the Annual Convention and to report to the Executive Board quarterly. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be custodian of all funds of the Branch, keep a correct record of all receipts and disbursements and pay out funds only on receipt of verified bills, signed by the authorizing officer. 

Section 3: The Annual Convention shall be the ruling body for the Branch, and the Executive Board shall have charge of and transact the business of the Branch during the time between Annual Conventions. It shall arrange the program and set the date for the Annual Convention in May or June. 
I .In case of vacancy in the office of President, the Executive Vice President shall succeed to the unexpired term.

2. Upon the succession of the Executive Vice President, the Executive Board shall meet and select by ballot an Executive Vice President from the remaining four (4) Vice Presidents. 

3. In case of a vacancy in the office of a Vice President, or the Secretary-Treasurer, the President, with the approval of the Executive Board, shall name an active member to succeed to the unexpired term. 
Section 3A: Convention Site Selection Procedures-
The Executive Board should discuss possible site locations for selection. Locations where the convention has never been held or has not been held for some time shall be given priority. The Executive Board will come up with three (3) or more possible locations (cities) by August 30th. The site selection committee, which shall consist of the Executive Vice President and two appointed members, shall gather information pertinent to those cities and present that information to the Executive Board within 60 days from that date. The Executive Board shall by vote narrow the selection choices to two and presents them to the membership at State convention, to be voted upon to determine where the following years State convention will be held. The selected site shall be printed in the next and all ensuing newsletters. (Amended 2010)
Section 4:  If a member of the Executive Board of this branch is promoted or detailed to, or otherwise assigned to any position in which they would exercise administrative authority over any other Postmaster(s), that board member must either resign or step aside from their Board Office until said detail or assignment has been completed.
Section 5: A quorum of five shall be necessary for the Executive Board to conduct its business. (Amended 2008)
Section 6: It shall be the duty of the incoming President to call a meeting within 14 days after the State Convention with the outgoing President, the incoming Secretary- Treasurer and the outgoing Secretary-Treasurer, if necessary, at the convenience of all concerned to facilitate the orderly transfer of all books, papers, and property of the New York Branch of the National League of Postmasters of the United States at this meeting which will be specifically called for this purpose. 
Section 7: The Branch Editor's duties are to edit and publish the Branch Newsletter. 
Section 8: The Branch Chaplain's duties shall be lead the Branch in prayer and devotional activities, and will participate in all conventions.
                            ARTICLE 4: BY-LAWS

Section 1: Each year the President shall appoint an auditing committee to meet where the books and records are housed. The committee will report to the Annual Convention on the condition of all records and accounts of the Branch, and submit any recommendations.
Section 2: Only members in good standing are entitled to vote or to hold office. 
Section 3: Compensation of the Secretary-Treasurer shall be ten percent of dues moneys handled, with a minimum of $1,800 annually. 
Section 4: The Code may be amended at any Annual Convention by a two/thirds vote of the members present.  Amendments must be submitted in writing to the Executive Board and read during the first and second days of the Convention. A vote shall be taken on the third day of the Convention. Changes adopted shall take effect at the conclusion of the Convention. 
 (Amended 2003 Convention)
Section 5: Expenses shall be paid for the President and Secretary-Treasurer or their alternates to attend the National and State Conventions and the Legislative Forum.  The Branch Editor shall have Forum expenses paid.   Expenses shall be limited for delegates attending Regional or National meetings and may be authorized by the Executive Board (Examples of these are lodging and transportation) these expenses must be budgeted for in the current state budget. A Board meeting shall be convened in March of each year to determine what if any expenses for delegates shall be approved. Mileage for P.O.V. will be reimbursed at the rate set by the Executive Board either a flat rate or mileage rate but not to exceed the current IRS mileage figure. The delegate must submit itemized bills. (Amended 2007)

. 

Section 6: The Executive Board will meet for regular meetings, four times each year. Expenses, limited to food and lodging, will be paid for member and spouse at regular Executive Board meetings.
Section 7: The dues structure for this Branch shall be the dues structure as established by the National Convention.








Section 8:  The Retiree Branch shall receive 50% of the dues rebates received from National for the Retiree Members.
Amended May 2010
Goshen NY Convention
